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Most would not connect FPInnovations with Amazon.

But these days, the two are synonymous.

With the latest effort to put FPInnovations’ latest book, The Illustrated Guide to Log Home Construction, on the Amazon.com site, FPInnovations has stepped into a new era.

“This is the first time our corporation has made one of our publications available on Amazon. It made sense with this book because of its unique content and the amount of exposure it will receive on a global site like Amazon. If you are looking for almost anything, you go to their site. They sell everything from televisions to T-shirts, from books to vacuum cleaners. It’s a global store and we have to think globally,” says Author and Group Leader FPInnovations Alberta office Dalibor Houdek.
He explains further that he also wanted to “test the waters” with regards to whether or not FPInnovations could completely cover the costs of printing the book by selling as many as possible on-line.
Although a number of what are considered to be excellent how-to build log home books are available, Houdek wanted a guide that would incorporate the new technologies and materials available for log home finishing. 
“High performance sealants, vapour barriers, rain screen systems and structural insulated panels are just some of the examples that have advanced platform-frame log building. However, it is difficult to find examples of these techniques utilized in log homes anywhere,” says Houdek. 
He adds, “As the industry evolves from stricter guidelines for building codes and regulations and as the energy efficiency of housing becomes a significant priority with consumers, a document that outlines best practices available can help the trade on many different levels. Making it publicly available will allow greater application of this knowledge by the industry.”

After canvassing the industry for drawings and details of finishing, FPInnovations undertook a critical review of the hundreds of submissions they received from around the world, a two-year project that resulted in a 100-page comprehensive catalog of log construction assemblies with detailed description.
Houdek stresses the book would not have been possible if it had not been for the graphic support from graphic support from Wil Dancey, Managing Director Dietrich’s North America and Markus Duerr of Nicola Log Works.

“They were able to transform all of the book’s diagrams into three-dimensional models so as to enhance the identification of construction detail,” he explains.

To purchase the book, either contact FPInnovations library services at (604) 224-3221 or publications@fpinnovations.ca. or search for it on www.amazon.com. 

