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Summary

Recent preliminary studies by FPInnovations confirmed
that Cross-laminated timber (CLT) could offer a significant
opportunity for the wood industry. Laboratory evaluations have
investigated CLT performance in terms of its mechanical, seismic,
fire, acoustic, thermal, and environmental credentials; and the
Market and Economics Group has completed a deeper and more
extensive cost analysis, assessing its competitiveness. FPInnovations
has concluded that CLT is a suitable substitute for mid-rise concrete/
steel buildings, both residential and non-residential.

Despite what seems to be an attractive value proposition.
however, no new product is without its challenges. These include:

acceptance by the specifier and building community, code limitations
to building with wood, lack of local manufacturing facilities,
development of generic or proprietary standards, and a learning
curve for manufacturers and builders. Nonetheless, these building
types and applications represent an important demand in the United
States and Canada. This demand, combined with the high wood
usage of CLT may translate into a great outlet for Canadian lumber.

This Primer summarizes in a friendly fashion research done
at FPInnovations. It provides an overview of its development in Europe
and assesses the value proposition for North America. FPInnovations’
CLT Handbook represents a deeper and more technical document.

www.fpinnovations.ca

Cost

FPInnovations Members

Printed Copy — Free
PDF — download Free

Non-members
Printed Copy — $19.95
PDF — download Free
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For more information, contact our Publications Services at one of these locations:

319, rue Franquet, Québec (QC) Canada G1P 4R4
Tel: 418 659-2647 Fax: 418 659-2922
publications@fpinnovations.ca

Complete the order form and send it to us with a cheque or money order
payable to FPInnovations (in Canadian dollars or the equivalent in
U.S. dollars) or credit card (VISA, MasterCard).

2665 East Mall, Vancouver (BC) Canada V6T TW5
Tel: 604 222-5743 Fax: 604 222-5690
publications@fpinnovations.ca

Shipping & handling

within Canada (each copy) $5.00

Quebec Sales Tax (QST) is not applicable for Special Publications (SP). Sub-total
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