WOOD DISCOLOURATIONS & THEIR PRE

Order Form

Summary

The international and domestic market requires that wood
products they buy are generally free of discolourations. The
discolourations detract from the product often preventing it
from being used in appearance grade; they raise questions
related to health issues, the integrity of the wood, or live pests
that discoloured wood might be carrying. Wood discolouration
may significantly affect value and lead to large economic
losses. Wood producers need to understand the nature of
discolourations and especially if and how they could have been
prevented or remediated. Dealing with complaints about wood
discolourations in markets is time consuming and expensive.
At worst a disappointed customer may: a) require the producer
to be present and to pay for inspections; b) send the product
back to the Canadian producer, or ¢) demand deep discounts
on the price. It is estimated that bluestain alone can cost the
industry up to $5 million per year per mill due to a downgrade of
bluestained wood, while downgrading due to chemical stain in
sugar maple assures only $450/Mbf for 2-Sap grade compared to
$1,000/Mbf for 1-Sap grade when chemical stain is prevented.
A serious indirect cost is the loss of reputation and the failure to
secure future supply contracts.

Discolourations are generally classed as either microbial
(e.g., bluestain, mold) or non-microbial in origin (e.g., hemlock
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brown stain). Some discolorations are complex and may involve
microbial and non-microbial origins. Understanding what a
particular discolouration is and how it is formed is the key to
prevention.

This manual will enable industry and their customers to understand
wood discolourations— information on which discolourations can
be prevented or remediated—to help them deliver clean wood to
markets.

Cost

FPInnovations
Members

$50
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$100
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Also available in French

For more information, contact our Publications Services at one of these locations:

Eastern Region
319, rue Franquet, Québec (QC) Canada G1P 4R4
Tel: 418 659-2647 Fax: 418 659-2922
publications@fpinnovations.ca

Complete the order form and send it to us with a cheque or money order
payable to FPInnovations (in Canadian dollars or the equivalent in U.S.
dollars) or credit card (VISA, MasterCard).

Name

Organization

Western Region
2665 East Mall, Vancouver (BC) Canada V6T 1W5
Tel: 604 222-5743 Fax: 604 222-5690
publications@fpinnovations.ca

Shipping & handling within $10.00

Canada, each copy
Sub-total

Plus applicable taxes
Total Amount

D Cheque/Money Order Enclosed (Payable to FPInnovations)

D VISA D MasterCard
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